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THE CONSERVATION AREA

Tingrith, a small village of 190 people, lies 300" above sea-level in =

. sheltl erﬁé ﬁ%p?ﬁﬁ&iﬁs in the Greensand four miles south~west of Ampthill.
Two small valleys drain eastwards to a lavger one which is followed by the Ml:
the more no 1%%@233 contains large ornamental figh-ponds of the former manor
house and the southern is followed by the village High Street, The land thus
rises on either side of the main village road and Tingrith is grouped round a

T Junction where iﬁe cul~de-sac Church Street climbs north from High Street to
the church. DBetween the two valleys the grounds of Tingrith House covered

120 acres and with their fine elms and cedars gave Tingrith az park-like
situation. The ares lies in the n?@pasei Green Belt fer South Bedfordshire
and that part north of High Street is shown on the County Map as an aves of
great landsdape value.

agriculiurel village centred on the Manor House. 4

sandpit hali a te to the north also gave some employment. But this patiern
has been raedically altered. Tingrith House has hé%ﬁ democlished {the outbuildings
remain) and repia %5 a new estate of 12 houses which has added a residential

. The sandpit {where over 2000 bronze Roman coins were

once found, in mint~ Lesh condition) lay in the path of the Ml. The motorway
rih-gouth communications with, for example, Iuiton, 9 miles

ugh access to cenitres in other directions is less

5,

has grestly improved nori
and Dunstable, i3

rect) but, less than half a mile from the villape and banked above the surr-
cunding countryside, 1% has also cresated a2 barrier of continucus noise and
f enstantly moving traffic into tﬁp rural scene The former
; ouse are rather sad reminders of the contrast bé tween old
e a2t the western entrance on the rsaﬁ to Eversholt remzin

it
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he sastern lodge is now on the edge of the motorway.
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Only minor roads gerve the village, however, linb
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on the west and {under the ML) with Westoning and Fli
hrough traffic remains light. Just west of the viil
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proporticned. The white wash is especially important in giving uwnity to th
group and visibility on the bend, and for the visual link with the Swan iﬁn
~to the west. The farm group is alsc a pleasant featurs when looking east fronm
. Church Sireet - here the crecsote building at right angles to ihe rosd is
important; in this view even the white palr of semkﬁ to the north contribule
io the scene, ﬁfeaéiﬁgs rith pub and farm.

To the west is zn open field with a hedge and three fine larges trees
by the roadside - the view west from the Church Sireef junclion is chamnelled
between the trees and an outbullding of the Swan Jon. This field is imporfant
in views down Church Street which are at first partly blecked by cottages in
High Street and then expand uphill to a belt of trees which, however, do not
suificiently hide z range of rather unsightly farm buildings south of Hanor
Farm. Some ‘clutter' opposiie the Church Street junciion also spoils the view -
poles and wire, litter bin and various signs form separate elements which could
be combined or perhaps moved elsewhere (the bin and County Council notices
could bz more discreetly sited, suitably designed, within the shelter on th
eorner of Church Street).

The Swan Ion and its ocutbuildings form an atiraciive whitewashed group
which includes the Post Office and general siores. The inn is early 1%9in
Century brick with a red tiled roof and groumd floor bay windows. Even the
rﬁadaééﬁ parapet walls are white and the two groups of pub and f&rm are a
fresh and pleasant entry to the village.

West of the pub is a iterrace of cotlages set well back from the road, their
front gardens and side wall forming another ‘*space’ of some importance; they

form a link with Church Street and are described more fully later.

Avs¥§a¢hi from the west, the road is bordered by trees. The :
reund inte Church Street; of the many species,

“gedar and ylne a
The tree beli on the =
e e &

matiractive

hes b
cially prominent and fower behind a good hedge of holly.
8 hinmed out and does nol conceal soms

At the western enirance to the Con
hite and crean washed cotiazes with td
set back from the road and creaiing o
iz the red brick GQueen Anne fTanguers
were rectors of the church, father snd son , T ;
1809, The house has z hipped tiled rbaf}exi%ﬁsi¥e mld iﬁth ceﬁgafg aiiiz"
sle brick znd some fine irees in the grounds.

P

The red brick cotiare immediately to the sast is under repalr and a leaning
o adds to the rather untidy nofe. This is the end cottage of & gro

important for their shzllow building line and as a terminus %o views down Church

they are modest h&i?élﬂga af “eﬂv%zasb or brick, some cream or white wash,
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and tiled roofs, and behind them are various sheds and Jarm buildings.
acii¥§ area. umbers 0-18 High Street are
ound the corner inte Church Sir

fur ther north. Numbers &-16 are se

1 roughcast with red tiled roofs, casements
d ads; astern ones sre higher.  Number 16, on the corner,
nes a side elevation in whit !

te which Llinks with the houses in Church Street.
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Kumber 10 is as%u&llg ir Church Street: rendered ;ﬁ-w%;‘e? it has lsitice windows,
- < s o o I . vy PR
door-hood and red tiled voof; <the side {south) slsvation has 18th Century barge-
hoards which introduce ome of the most characteristic features of Church Strest.
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The view uphilil io the ch

»

houses with steep gabled
attractive skyvline on the

corner are seals g‘“fl}&ﬁ%

round the old village pump.

urech is framed by tall trees on the left and
z‘asfsﬁ t21l chimneys and a2 bell cote forming an
right. 7There are four 19th Century buildings

which share many of the same architectural features - roughcast walls, sisep

VWelsh slate roofs, ormame

porches, 1&%iiae casamenta,

et
sit

and position
sochool are buili close to

school, now = houge with

form twe related pairs.

zzbles and to clomed gabled
"Tudor? rendsred ﬂﬁimney stacks - but in colour
Humber % Church Sitreet and the former

the roadside, and coloured whits or greyy the former
the date 1841 above the door and a wooden ridge

ntal bargeboards to end

bellcote, is pivotal, lying opposiie the new estate road junction and forming
the end of a row before the houses are set back, o form the secamé paira.

These are the Village Hal
in their fobnt gax
zaughsagt*
with a

arden

S

oW attie windo

nar
further barcik.

Adjacent is a tall cedar, nmow leaning, which is the subject of &

Pregervation Order, and =
once past if, on th
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he Villages H

1 and Xeeley House, with important hedges and lrees
They are rather simpler in style snd of browner

411 displays the date 1858 and is mainly one storey
w over a two-fold central door. HKeeley

2 Tree
-pew bBrick house which closes the view to some extent -

e footpath, the view expands over a brow and down mio a valley

to  the hills beyond.  But the valley contains the Ml and a belt of constantly
moving traffic distracis from the view, whilst the nolse carrying over the fields
contrasts with the guiel of Church Street further south.

Returning south, the staggered positions of Keeley House and Village Hall
Plead? one into Chureh Street. Ouiside the new house snd Xeeley House an iron-
.stone wall parallels that of the churchyard opposite. The colour of walls, church

- gnd houses at the top of Church Sireet is p?am minently brown but as the churchyard
gate is reached the dominant note is set by the wbite or grey of houses in Church
J8treet and High Sireet.

The Paish Church of St Hicholas is of ironstone and in the Perpsndicular
stvle. It was rebuilt in the latter half of the 15th Century and resiored in
1845~6, and is now in need of repair. A fine belt of irees curves round behind

%
the ehurchyard and down the west side of Church Etreel, mostly concezaling the
new estate which is allien in stvle, layout and density te the rest of the village.
GENERAL POLICY

The general policy regarding future ﬁﬁvgfﬁrﬁﬁ rt will continuse fo be
restrictive and in order to maintsin the distinciive character of the
Conservation Area it will be necessary toi-

{1} ZRetmin imporiant buildings and boundary walls and encouraze their

improvement rather then redsvelopment.

ﬁsnsiﬁewm*igz wﬁ;¢ be gzven to the addition &f some build ings to the
tatutory List and the Secretary of State for the Enmvironment will be

a*vz%ﬂﬁ ﬁf thesag

{2} Retain the existing layout and scale of roads and buildings and the

lines formed by walls and hedges, and protect the imporlant spaces.
This will mean paying careful atiention to the implications of
building lines and road safeguarding lines. The line of existing
buildings should be abandoned only where there is sn overriding road
safety reason. No new access mads with their associated visibility
splays should be allowed to break open the hedges and tree belis.
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Ensure that anvy new development or r%ﬁ%vejﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂi makes a positive
contribution to the character of the area and &h&v it is eﬂtireiy
approepriate in terms of siting, desige znd materiais. In particular
any new bullding should be designed as part of the group in which it
ig situated and in relation to surrounding irees snd landscape, and
not as an isclated structure. Applications wnsupported by delails
will not normally be acceptable.

{&) tain trees znd hedges wherever possible, see thatl they are properly
maintained and replaced when necessary and encourage new planting
where this would improve the scene. A1l irees will need to be iden~
tified in greater detail and thelr protesction secured by agreement
with the landowners concerned or by making Tree Preservation Orders
To achieve this the help of the Parish Council will be necessary.
Trees 1yi Just outeide the Comservation Arez will also

need to be taken inte account if they form an essentisl backeground
to the area.

Seme trees in the ConServation brea are leaning rather dangerously..

A little more planting cduld hide the farm buildings south of Manor
Farm and thicken the tree group on the south side of High Street just
west of the Conservaiion Area. Flanting near the M1, on & much larger
gtale, would reduce the visual intrusion of itraffic.

= - L te i} v s s - " - -
(5} Investigate the possi 11ity of replacing the overhead slectricity and
telegraph poles and wire by underground services, and ensure that new
installations do not harm the appearance of the area. Poles are

particularly intrusive, for example, in High Street opposite the Swan

o
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w

Jon znd opposite the Church Street Jumciion.

I < o N N - . e
(6} Continue to uss gravel surfsce dressing on the carrisgevays as it
blends well with the buildings and landscape.
A Y N 5 N - 5 - - = oy
{7} Protect the important views of the Church and out of the village.
(8} Tigy the ‘clutter' of signs etc. opposite the Chureh Street Junction.
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